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DEDICATION

To

The Memory of the Great Soul of

H. P. BLAVATSKY
The Brave Disciple of the Mahatmas, and

Faithful servant of Humanity,
This present work is Devoutly

Dedicated.





THE TRUE DISCIPLE

"For thirty-five years and more, ever since 1851 that I saw any

Master bodily and personally for the first time, I have never once

denied or even doubted Him, not even in thought. Never a reproach

or murmur against Him has escaped my lips, or entered even my

brain for one instant under the heaviest trials. From the first I knew

what I had to expect, for I was told that, which I have never ceased

repeating to others: as soon as one steps on the Path leading to the

Ashrum of the blessed Masters—the last and only custodians of

primitive Wisdom and Truth—his Karma, instead of having to be

distributed throughout his long life, falls upon him in a block and

crushes him with its whole weight. He who believes in what he

professes and in his Master, will stand it and come out of the trial

victorious; he who doubts, the coward who fears to receive his just

dues and tries to avoid justice being done—FAILS. He will not

escape Karma just the same, but he will only lose that for which he

has risked its untimely visits. This is why having been so constantly,

so mercilessly slashed by my Karma using my enemies as

unconscious weapons, that I have stood it all. I felt sure that Master

would not permit that I should perish; that he would always appear

at the eleventh hour—and so he did. Three times I was saved from

death by Him, the last time almost against my will; when I went

again into the cold, wicked world out of love for Him, who has

taught me what I know and made me what I am. Therefore, I do His

work and bidding, and this is what has given me the lion's strength

to support shocks—physical and mental, one of which would have

killed any theosophist who would go on doubting of the mighty

protection. Unswerving devotion to Him who embodies the duty

traced for me, and belief in the Wisdom—collectively, of that

grand, mysterious, yet actual Brotherhood of holy men—is my only

merit, and the cause of my success in Occult philosophy."

H. P. BLAVATSKY.





PREFATORY NOTES

A great soul, a great genius and an innovator of high and lofty

ideals lived a life of martyrdom in the Cause of Humanity at the end

of the XIXth Century. Her name was Helena Petrovna Blavatsky,

the founder of the modern world-wide Theosophical Movement.

Her mission was to break the materialistic trend of the age and to

present to the world a message of a spiritual life and spiritual

realities—a message in common with the efforts of Great Geniuses

of the past, the Spiritual reformers and true servants of HUMANITY.

The world, and especially the Western world, besides owing a debt

of gratitude to H. P. Blavatsky for exposing the carnal philosophy of

materialism, owes to her the promulgation of the ideal and rationale

of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity—that much needed

reform for which the world clamours, awakened as it is by the

effects of two world wars with the dreadful shadow of a third

looming on the horizon.

For she was the pioneer, who brought to the Western world a

revival of Arcane Knowledge, the Secret Doctrine, and its

Esotericism, which linked the best minds of the West to those of the

East.

Ever since the day she founded the Theosophical Society in New

York in 1875, a pack of hounds was after her, but it was a harmless

one that only barked. Since her advent to India in 1879, another

pack was on her track, but it was not so harmless, for it had the hate

which comes from religious bigotry. It was a struggle for existence

of the Christian missionaries against the revival of ancient Indian

Philosophies and Indian Culture that her advent in India so largely

influenced. Unable to oust the Theosophical Society they attacked

the person of H. P. Blavatsky. It happened thus:

Both in America and in India, to open the eyes of those closely

associated with her to the existence of spiritual realms and occult

forces and powers at play in Nature and in Man, H. P. Blavatsky

performed certain occult phenomena in support of her claims and to

point to the goal of human existence—the rich and perfect state of

Manhood . . . initiation into the mysteries of life . . . the attainment

of Adeptship . . . the condition of a Mahatma, a Great Soul. She

further proclaimed that Mahatmas have always existed and are
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living men and that she was their humble chela, a disciple and

messenger.

The missionaries then attacked H. P. Blavatsky on the performance

of her occult phenomena. A then newly formed organisation in

London calling itself a “Society for Psychical Research” made a

common cause with the missionaries and virulently endorsed their

claim that H. P. Blavatsky was a "fraud", her occult phenomena

"mere trickeries", and herself  "one of the most accomplished,

ingenious, and interesting impostors in history"!

The present work is mainly meant to expose this cleverly planned

and very cunningly presented "Coulomb-missionary-S.P.R.

conspiracy”, as H. P. Blavatsky called it. I pass on, therefore, to the

subject matter of this book giving a skeleton outline in the hope of

thereby rendering the task of an impartial critic the more easy.

Part I is mainly a compilation, from an authentic record of certain

phenomena and statements covering a period from 1874 to 1885. In

October, 1874, Colonel Henry Steel Olcott was investigating

spiritualistic phenomena and first met H. P. Blavatsky then. His

research on the subject, People from the Other World, was

published in March, 1875, and in this work he wrote that H. P.

Blavatsky was a "remarkable medium" but that her mediumship was

"totally different from that of any other person I ever met; for,

instead of being controlled by spirits to do their will, it is she who

seems to control them to do her bidding." He further said: "She

wears upon her bosom the mystic jewelled emblem of an Eastern

Brotherhood, and is probably the only representative in this country

of this fraternity." The charges that she was a spiritualist in America

and "invented" the Mahatmas on her arrival in India, stand further

exposed in letters she wrote to Prof. Hiram Corson of Ithaca, in

1875. Indeed, she did identify herself with spiritualism at the time,

but only to give to the spiritualists a rational basis for the

phenomena they witnessed. Quotations given from her first

monumental work, Isis Unveiled, published in America in 1877,

give this basis. Other extracts from the same work show that this

vituperously branded "fraud", "trickster", and "impostor", possessed

a depth of practical acquaintance with occult forces in Nature and in

man which she demonstrated by means of her phenomena. Any

impartial critic would hesitate to brand the possessor and a

practitioner of such knowledge by any name.
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Of the occult phenomena H. P. Blavatsky performed in America I

have given only three illustrations in one of which she had no

part—the Astral visit of a Mahatma to Olcott. For a record of

several other phenomena readers will do well to go to Olcott's Old

Diary Leaves, Vol. I, and an account by W. Q. Judge embodied in

Incidents in the Life of Madame Blavatsky, by A. P. Sinnett.

But the phenomena that H. P. Blavatsky, with the help of her

invisible but living Master and Mahatmas, performed in India, were

in many cases most astounding. In order that an impartial critic can

judge the Coulomb-missionary-S.P.R. conspiracy, which is exposed

in Part 2, a greater part of the then published accounts are embodied

in Part 1 in a chronological order.

In 1884, while H. P. B. was in Europe, a domestic couple, by the

name of Coulomb, who had been expelled from the Theosophical

Society, sold to the missionaries certain "letters" alleged to have

been written by H.P.B. to them to produce "fraud" phenomena. On

the basis of these "letters" a virulent attack on H. P. Blavatsky was

made in the missionaries' sectarian organ, the Madras Christian

College Magazine, of September and October, 1884, under the lurid

title of "Collapse of Koot Hoomi." Several Theosophists wrote

protests to the Press denouncing this "exposure" which was

precisely aimed to injure the cause of Theosophy by attacking the

character of its chief exponent. The missionaries failed. Not a single

member of the Theosophical Society wavered in his devotion to the

cause.

Seeing their failure the missionaries published in December, 1884,

a further "exposure" entitled: "Some Account of my Association

with Madame Blavatsky from 1872 to 1884", by the woman,

Coulomb.

In May of the same year (1884), the leaders of the newly formed

"Society for Psychical Research” feigning friendship and honesty,

influenced Olcott, Sinnett, and Mohini M. Chatterji, who were then

in London, to give evidence to a committee appointed for the

purpose of investigating the occult phenomena for the purposes of

their "psychical research." In November, their spy-agent was sent to

India further to investigate the "evidence" put forward before this

committee. The agent returned in April, 1885, and presented his

report at the General Meetings of this "Society for Psychical

Research" in May and June, 1885, and at the later meeting the
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"Report of the Committee” branded H. P. Blavatsky an “impostor".

These lucubrations were published in December, 1885, in Vol. III.

of the Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research.

Part 2, then, examines and analyses these "Reports" along with the

missionary attacks. After exposing the preliminaries, two Protests

from H. P. Blavatsky are given in Chapter I. If an impartial critic

were to study and analyse these S.P.R. "Reports" on the basis of

H.P.B.'s Protests alone, he will at once find that she has placed her

finger in and exposed the brutal and mean methods of her enemies.

These two Protests are remarkable documents worthy of only a

genius.

The charges against H. P. Blavatsky are in the main based on:

1. Letters alleged by the expelled Coulombs to have been

written to them by H.P.B. to produce "fraud" phenomena for the

benefit of the witnesses.

2. "Holes”, "crevices", and "trap-doors", were said to have been

used for "fraud" dropping of phenomenal Mahatma letters.

3. The Astral Journeys of a chela, Damodar K. Mavalankar,

another victim of S.P.R., were said to have been "prearranged

confabulations" with H. P. Blavatsky.

4. A "dummy head" was alleged to have been used for "mock"

Astral visits of the Mahatmas.

5. A cupboard, called The Shrine, was alleged to have been

used by means of "sliding-panels" and other "trick apparatuses."

6. The letters from the two Mahatmas were alleged to have

been the "handiwork" of H. P. Blavatsky.

7. The "motive” of H. P. Blavatsky in producing her "fraud"

phenomena was alleged to be "political" and that she was a "Russian

spy."

All the above main conspiracies are fully exposed in Part 2, and

what stands out prominently is the fact that the "Society for

Psychical Research" has not investigated the phenomena for the

purposes of "psychical research", but their motive was to stem the

current of thoughts and ideals expounded by H. P. Blavatsky for the

enlightenment of humanity, to destroy the Theosophical Society,

and to build on its ashes their own organisation. But the S.P.R.

failed to achieve its end. It therefore published, after the death of H.

P. Blavatsky in 1891, other bitter attacks on her to damn further her
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mission and her message. These attacks and the motive underlying

them are fully discussed in the closing chapters.

In the Appendix are given documentary refutations of the charges

of immorality circulated against H. P. Blavatsky by her enemies.

From time to time various refutations of the conspiracy of the

Society for Psychical Research were published, beginning with the

immediate ones from Sinnett in January, 1886, The 'Occult World'

Phenomena and the Society for Psychical Research, and his

Incidents in the Life of Madame Blavatsky, a few months later.

In the monthly London magazine, Time, of March, 1891, appeared

Annie Besant's article, "The Great Mare's Nest of the Psychical

Research Society."

The first twenty years of this century find some lull, broken by the

appearance of Letters from the Masters of Wisdom, 1881-1888, in

1919. This was followed in 1923 by The Mahatma Letters to A. P.

Sinnett, and in 1925 by The Letters of H. P. Blavatsky to A. P.

Sinnett, and Other Miscellaneous Letters, both compiled by A.

Trevor Barker. A careful study of these volumes reveal quite a

number of factors dealing with our subject and an impartial critic

will do well to go through them.

Madame Blavatsky, by G. Baseden Butt, appeared in 1926, and in

this book are carefully annotated some of the phenomena of H. P.

Blavatsky with a critical denunciation of the part played by her

enemies. The year nineteen twenty seven saw a study by William

Kingsland, Was she a Charlatan? A Critical Analysis of the 1885

Report of the Society for Psychical Research. Kingsland had a fine

analytical mind and if he had gone still deeper he would have

exposed thoroughly the whole conspiracy. His next work, The Real

H. P. Blavatsky, further exposes the treachery of H.P.B.'s enemies.

The introduction and commentary of Dr. Eugene Corson to Some

Unpublished Letters of Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, published, in

1929, is worthy of consideration, and although I do not agree with

certain of his comments, I fully endorse his words: "When we view

to-day, after so many years and after all the actors in the affair are

dead, the methods of the English Society for Psychical Research in

their attack on H.P.B., we are filled with a moral nausea."

All the above refutations, besides several others, never troubled the

conscience of any S.P.R. member; their pachyderm hides were too

thick for that. But in 1929, the Encyclopedia Britannica withdrew
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its previous ignominious article on H. P. Blavatsky and since that

date has published the one drawn up by Council of the Blavatsky

Association in all its editions,—a most praiseworthy step on the part

of its editors.

Did Madame Blavatsky forge the Mahatma Letters? by C.

Jinarajadasa, appeared in 1934, with several facsimile reproductions

of the handwritings of the Mahatmas, H. P. Blavatsky, and several

others, refuting the notorious S. P. R. charges that H. P. Blavatsky

"forged" the Mahatma letters.

My worthy and illustrious predecessor, the late Mrs. Beatrice

Hastings, took up the cause of vindicating the name, honour and

character of H. P. Blavatsky, and published in 1937 two volumes

entitled, Defence of Madame Blavatsky, and in 1937-38, published

five pamphlets entitled, New Universe 'Try' . Her work has always

been a fount of inspiration to the present writer, and all lovers of

truth about H. P. Blavatsky will do well to read these publications.

Beatrice Hastings has fully exposed, in her characteristic style, some

of the insinuations of H.P.B.'s enemies and the Coulomb-

missionary-S.P.R. conspiracy. Her efforts were directed for a

withdrawal of the infamous "S.P.R. Reports" on H. P. Blavatsky,

but even this exposure did not disturb the sleep of any S.P.R.

Member.

The present work, therefore, is not a plea for the withdrawal of the

so-called Reports of the Society for Psychical Research on H. P.

Blavatsky—let this blot on the record of the S.P.R. remain. But no

gentleman, worthy of being so called, will associate himself with an

organisation that resorted to conspiracy to denounce an almost

defenceless lady—a great genius, held in the highest esteem by a

considerable body of persons, and one who had undeniably

sacrificed station and comfort to struggle for long years in the

service of the Theosophical cause, amidst obloquy and privation, for

the spiritual enlightenment and betterment of the human race.

I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to several principal works

quoted in this volume and especially to Old Diary Leaves, by

Colonel H. S. Olcott, The Occult World and Incidents in the Life

Madame Blavatsky, by A. P. Sinnett, Hints an Esoteric Theosophy,

by A. O. Hume, Some Unpublished Letters of Helena Petrovna

Blavatsky, by Dr. Eugene Corson, and the several valuable defence

works of Mrs. Beatrice Hastings. My thanks are due to Miss H. K.
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Salomon for her valuable assistance in the procurement of some of

the rare old books. My thanks are also due to Mr. Christmas

Humphreys and the Trustees of the Mahatma Letters for permission

to quote from The Mahatma Letters. My thanks are also due to the

Blavatsky Lodge, Bombay Theosophical Society, for willing

assistance in my research work and placing The Theosophist,

Lucifer, The Path, and several other works at my disposal.

K.F.V.

Bombay

May, 1951
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