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editorial
The Dark Gives Definition to the Light
There is so much negative material out in the world
today, one wonders how to deal with it all or if we
should deal with it at all. It is so easy to read about
corruption and then to think, ‘if only everyone knew
what was going on, this sort of thing could be
stopped.’ Yet, we know very well that very few people
are interested in the misdeeds of the rich and powerful, at least insofar as it has to do with the institutions that these individuals lead or of which they are
a part. People seem to have a misguided faith in the
institutions of democracy, religion, commerce, etc.,
or at least they seem to believe that these institutions
cannot do any real harm. How does the Theosophist
react to this disinterest? What can be done?

derful luncheons and dinners on behalf of his institution. One may try to argue that the government
has watchdogs to watch for just this sort of thing.
Unfortunately governments and their agencies are
usually among the first to be corrupted in any society. This is not to say that good people are not
working for charities and governments, but rather
that they are suffering from the same ignorance as
the charitable donor, that is, believing that institutions are an efficient way to make societies better.

The Buddhists tell us that ignorance leads to fear,
fear to anger, anger to hatred and hatred to violence.
This makes the job of one who is trying to make
things better, a job of giving out enough information
so that the ignorance is alleviated but no fear is
caused. Theosophists are not in a battle against the
forces of evil, they are instead battling with the forces
of evil for the minds of the people. Blavatsky has
made it very clear in a number of articles that the
White Brotherhood leaves the Dugpas alone. The
Dugpa has his role to play in the cycles of Nature and
as the White Brotherhood works with Nature, they
must let the Dugpa do his work. After all, the Dugpa
cannot force people to do things against their will
(since the will is free and is a spiritual power); he
must ask people to volunteer to support his evil. How
can this be done?

Societies are made better by making its individuals
better. Individuals are made better by performing
selfless acts. Giving money is not a selfless act.
Helping others because you are paid to do so is not
a selfless act. The charitable institution is not charitable at all. It in fact prevents people from doing real
charity by confusing the meaning of the word charity.
If people knew what real charity was they would not
be inclined to give money to organizations that destroy the charitable spirit of a society. The other
thing about charitable organizations is that they tend
to proliferate. There are more charities today than
fifty years ago and yet societies seem to be more in
need of charity than ever. People seem to be meaner
and less tolerant of one another. How many communications coming into homes and businesses have to
do with giving money to this or that charity? People
are finding new and innovative ways of screening
these requests out while fund raisers are becoming
ever more proficient at making people feel guilty for
the plight of others. This is not a healthy society.

Let us take the example of Mr. Dark. Mr. Dark has
founded and runs a charitable organization. Mr.
Dark has an overworked front line staff doing the
active work and an underpaid support staff which
raises money. Mr. Dark asks people to give him their
charitable will in the way of excess money and he will
exercise this will on their behalf. The donors can feel
good about themselves for their ‘so-called’ charitable
and tax-deductible act and Mr. Dark can pay himself
lavishly for his minimal efforts. Mr. Dark can honestly say that he has put together an organization
whose purpose is to cater to a certain charitable need
in the community. What he does not say is that the
organization also quietly feeds his desire to lead a
lavish and opulent lifestyle and that this second
purpose gets the most attention. Mr. Dark can then
be seen as a pillar of the community, saying all the
right things, and champion the underprivileged. He
can associate with the elite and attend many won-

This type of corruption is minor when compared to
what else is out there. Blavatsky has written about
organizations of sorcerers trying to have mankind
give up their will over certain areas of their lives so
that these sorcerers can use that power against
humanity. Blavatsky wrote about this not to make
Theosophists fearful but rather so they could understand the evil and devise the appropriate cure for the
individual, time, and place. You appeal to people not
by trying to rouse their fears but by showing them
that they are a part of the problem and can change
things by taking more responsibility onto themselves. Do not expect religious orders, governments,
businesses, charities, and other organizations to
look after you and do those things that you should
be doing C do them yourself. The health of your
body, mind, spirit and the communities you belong
to are your responsibility and not that of anyone else.
Do your duty.
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BOROBUDUR
The Largest Buddhist Monument and Pyramid in Java Being
THEOSOPHY IN STONE
Abhinyano

T

he restoration of Borobudur took place from
1974 to 1983. It was done by the Indonesian
government with the financial and technical assistance of UNESCO and various other countries and
cultural foundations. The 25 million dollar project
excavated, reassembled and stabilized the tremendous mass of stones, and the galleries that bore the
reliefs between base and crown.
Borobudur is today one of the best restored monuments of the ancient world, a shining tower of the
Buddhist Dharma, an architecture that points to the
infinite and an ageless expression of human yearning
for the eternal. It shows the way to ultimate release
from the endless and painful “Circle of Necessity”,
from the “Valley of Thorns and Tears”; it teaches the
path over the “river of Samsara to the Other Shore”
(i.e. Nirvana, the “dispersion of matter”) and projects
its main purpose, namely to transform a chela (neophyte) into an enlightened bodhisattva. No wonder
that Borobudur is being visited annually by over a
million tourists; it is considered a jewel of man’s
spiritual and ethical heritage — actually it is the
original religion. We Theosophists find this concentrated focus to become a bodhisattva in HPB’s famous mystical work, The Voice of the Silence, and in
the intellectual book, The Science of Yoga by Dr.
Taimni. This abstract Esoteric Budhism, which contains some of the most recondite teachings of the
Esoteric Philosophy (Boris de Zirkoff in BCW XIV, p.XLIII),
our Masters revealed via HPB in the chapters “The
Mystery of the Buddha” and “The Re-incarnations of
Buddha” in Secret Doctrine III, pp.359-395 (BCW XIV).
If we add to those works The Mahatma Letters, then
we are able to interpret at least semi-esoterically the
entire Borobudur Monument (and actually every ancient Pyramid of the world because they were built
for the same purpose — to put the chela or neophyte
through his last, most dangerous trial). The above
mentioned esoteric teachings cannot be found elsewhere in the Western world except in the Theosophical Literature and this fact makes Original
Theosophy unique!
Borobudur consists of three terraces. The lowest
one, actually within the earth or matter is called
Kama-dhatu — the world of concupiscence, passions, addictions, wars, violence, crime, selfishness,
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hatred, misanthropy, general suffering and geological catastrophes, denoting the physical life of humans and animals upon our planet earth.
The Buddhist text, which the builders of Borobudur
used to depict the Law of the Jungle of this chaotic
and morally inferior world, was a Sanscrit book
known as the Maha-Karma-Vibhanga — the Big
Classification of Karmic Actions — which consists
mostly of a discourse of the Law of Karma, respectively Nemesis. Actually this Law of Cause and Effect
was known in the ancient world universally. We see
a very dramatic picture of the chaotic and violent life
upon earth also in The Bhagavat Gita.
These scenes of the reliefs on the walls of the lowest
terrace were intended to teach the visitor of the
monument that he should use his discrimination
between good and evil and understand the Mayaconcept of the world, the inconsistency of everything
in physical life, including his body, and the axiom of
the fact that suffering is inherent in physical existence, that even pleasure and the experience of lust
are a potential source of pain, misery and death. The
intelligent human being should not be blinded by the
illusions of the lower life upon this earth. This
philosophy is pre-buddhistic and came originally out
of the discipline of Raja Yoga. Gautama Buddha
formulated this so called ‘Doctrine of the Kleshas’
into his famous ‘Four Noble Truths’; and the chain
of causation, the 12 nidanas.
1) All physical existence (in imperfect bodies) is
suffering,
2) The cause of suffering is ignorance (Avidya), craving for physical things and bodies, and the desire for
the experience of lust — especially the sexual one
(Tanha).
3) There is a ‘Path’ for the destruction of suffering,
4) It is called the ‘Noble Eightfold Path’, which includes the ‘Discipline of Royal Yoga’.
All this reminds the visitor of Borobudur of the
desirability, even necessity of moving out of the
sorrows of physical existence and then stepping up
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into the next terrace, Rupa-dhatu — the ‘Hall of
Learning and Transformation’ — which still is under
the Law of Karma, La Forza del Destino.
The series of relief-panels of this gallery of Rupadhatu show the Jatakamala, Birth Stories, which
teach essentially the ‘Concept of Selfsacrifice of the
Bodhisattva’,
who later became
Gautama Buddha.
Only a few stories can be
given here:
1) The future
Buddha is a
yogi, living in an ashram in the mountains. He
meets a starving tigress, having cubs, and gives
his body to the animal as food.
2) The future Buddha is incarnated as a monarch. The god Indra shows himself as a blind
man to the Bodhisattva, who as a compassionate
being gives him his own eyes. Indra, impressed
by the sacrifice of the Bodhisattva, gives the eyes
back to him.
3) The future Buddha is again reborn as a king,
who sees a beautiful woman and wishes to marry
her. But since she would distract him and he —
as a result — would neglect his duty as an
administrator and as a benefactor to his people,
he decided against her.
4) The future Buddha is born into a rich and
powerful family. He grows up in luxury, but by
an inner spiritual transformation and learning,
he renounces the world to live as a yogi.
The Avadanas (Heroic Deeds) stories are omitted
here, since these narratives are quite abstract and
mythical, and yet they teach high Ethics.
Next the exoteric ‘Life of Gautama Buddha’ is being
shown, and the Lalitavistara scripture has been used
as a basis to describe the well-known biography of
the historical Siddharta Gautama, whose intentional
purpose in life was the enlightenment of mankind.
He did that in two ways: one in the form of the highest
Ethics in order to reform the morals of the people by
giving them ‘the Eye-doctrine’, one in the shape of
the ‘Doctrine of the Heart’, his Esoteric Budhism,
which includes in the background the greatest and
oldest religious discipline, namely Raja Yoga, for
which the ignorant and undisciplined masses were
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not prepared. This ‘Heart-Doctrine’ was given only
to the inner circle of his Arhats, who wrote ‘the
Heart’s Seal’ down and preserved it in single copies
which then were given to the highest chiefs of the
Arhat Brotherhood, i.e. the Panchen Lamas, including the Maha Chohans. The Buddha was very familiar with the esoteric parts of the Upanishads and with
the technique of the Royal Yoga, which he got from
his Brahmanic teachers Uddaka Ramaputra and
Alara Kalama in their ashrams in the Himalayas. His
rigorous ascetism, his Ahimsa and Maitra Karuna,
his strict vegetarianism and his energetic rejection of
the polytheism of Hinduism, especially of a personal
phallic, male God (as we have it within the Semitic
creeds and the Church today), came from the Jains,
since he lived with them for six years. The following
extracts are taken from HPB’s Theosophical Glossary:
. . . Gautama, the Buddha, the most perfect of
mortal men that the world has ever seen, but
none of [the Buddhologists] seem to suspect the
esoteric meaning underlying his prenatal biography, i.e., the significance of the popular story.
The Lalitavistara tells the tale, but abstains
from hinting at the truth. The 5000 Jatakas, or
the events of former births (re-incarnations) are
taken literally instead of esoterically. Gautama,
the Buddha, would not have been a mortal man,
had he not passed through hundreds and thousands of births previous to his last. Yet the
detailed account of these, and the statement
that during them he worked his way up through
every stage of transmigration from the lowest
animate and inanimate atom and insect, up to
the highest — or man, contains simply the
well-known occult aphorism: “a stone becomes
a plant, a plant an animal, and an animal a
man” [and a man a Spirit]. Every human being
who has ever existed, has passed through the
same evolution [and has to wander through the
same circle of necessity, until he sails over the
river of Samsara and reaches the Other Shore
— the threshold of Nirvana]. But the hidden
symbolism in the sequence of these re-births
(jataka) contains a perfect history of the evolution on this earth, pre and post human, and is
a scientific exposition of natural facts. One
truth not veiled but bare and open is found in
their nomenclature, viz., that as soon as Gautama had reached the human form he began
exhibiting in every personality the utmost unselfishness, self-sacrifice and charity. Buddha
Gautama, the fourth of the Sapta (Seven)
Buddhas and Sapta Tathâgatas, was born according to Chinese Chronology in 1024 B.C.;
but according to the Singhalese [Sri Lankan]
chronicles, on the 8th day of the second (or
fourth) moon in the year 621 before our era.
[A.P. Sinnett says in his Esoteric Buddhism:
“Buddha, who was born 643 years before the
Christian era . . . ]. He fled from his father’s

FOHAT

palace to become an ascetic on the night of the
8th day of the second moon, 597 B.C., and
having passed six years in ascetic meditation at
Gaya [among Jain ascetics], and perceiving that
physical self-torture was useless to bring enlightenment [and reaching the Other Shore to
the threshold of Nirvana], he decided upon
striking out a new path [the Middle Way], until
he reached the state of Bodhi [illumination,
spiritual wisdom during the yogic Samadhistate]. He became a full Buddha [a full Initiate]
on the night of the 8th day of the twelfth moon,
in the year 592, and finally entered Nirvâna [i.e.
his monad (Atma-Buddhi or the Dhyani Buddha part) but left his ‘middle part’ (Manas per
se and Buddhi-Manas) in the highest division
of Devachan, from where re-incarnations are
still possible] in the year 543, according to
Southern Buddhism [Theravada]. (pp. 65-66)

The selection of the Sakya family [belonging to the
Kshatriya-caste: the Kings, Rajas, Administrators]
and his mother Maya as the ‘purest on earth’ is in
accordance with the model of the nativity of every
Saviour, God or deified Reformer. The tale about his
entering his mother’s bosom in the shape of a white
elephant is an allusion to his innate wisdom, the
elephant of that color being a symbol of every Bodhisattva.
As to his being one of the true and undeniable
Saviours of the World, suffice it to say that the most
rabid orthodox missionary, unless he is hopelessly
insane or has not the least regard even for historical
truth, cannot find one smallest accusation against
the life and personal character of Gautama, the
‘Buddha’. Without any claim to divinity, allowing his
followers to fall into atheismus [by rejecting polytheism and faith in a personal, male and thus phallic
godling] rather than into the degrading superstition
of deva or idol-worship, his walk in life is from the
beginning to the end, holy and divine. During the 45
years of his mission, it is blameless and pure as that
of a god — or as the latter should be. He is a perfect
example of a divine, godly man.
He reached
Buddhaship — i.e., complete enlightenment — entirely by his own merit and owing to his own individual exertions. Esoteric teachings claim that he
renounced Nirvana and gave up the Dharmakaya
vesture [made of Phlogiston or nuclear energy] to
remain a ‘Buddha of compassion’ within the reach of
the miseries of the world [as far as his ‘middle
principles’ — Manas per se and Buddhi-Manas — are
concerned, but allowed his ‘highest principles’ —
Atma-Buddhi, his Monad or the Dhyani-Buddhi part
— to enter Nirvana or Space as a Divine Astronaut,
Dharmakaya and Planetary Spirit. See ML, pp.4344]. The philosophy and Ethics he left to the world
have produced for over 2000 years generations of
good and unselfish men and women. His is the only
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absolute bloodless religion [including the brother-religions like Jainism, Advaita Vedanta and Raja Yoga]
among all the existing religions: tolerant and liberal,
teaching universal compassion [for humans and animals, our ‘younger brothers’] and charity, love and
self-sacrifice, poverty and contentment with one’s
lot, whatever it may be. No persecutions, and enforcement of faith by fire and sword, have ever disgraced it. No thunder and lightning-vomiting god
has interfered with its chaste commandments; and
if the simple, humane and philosophical code of daily
life left to us by the greatest Man (Reformer) ever
known, should ever come to be adopted by mankind
at large, then indeed an era of bliss and peace would
dawn on Humanity.
That was the hope of our Masters and HPB! But they
also knew that such a spiritual state would only be
a reality in the coming 6th Humanity. For the present
5th Mankind things do not look so good! The latter
would never accept the following recommendation of
the Buddha:
Whosoever is unacquainted with my Law
[Dharma], and dies in that state must return to
earth until he becomes a perfect Samano [ascetic]. To achieve this object he must destroy
within himself the trinity of Mâyâ [illusive matter in its triple manifestation in the earthly and
the astral or fontal Soul—the body and the
Platonian dual Soul—the rational and the irrational one.] He must extinguish his passions,
unite and identify himself with the Law [the
teaching of the Secret Doctrine], and comprehend the philosophy of annihilation [i.e. the
dispersion of matter]. (The Secret Doctrine III, p.403)

The main discipline of such a Samano or Chela would
be the practice of Royal Yoga, a task most Theoso-

The Borobudur Pyrmaid
Photo from www.vocal.net/twc/borobudur.html

phists would not be able to accomplish in their
present body, but they can hope to do that in one of
their next incarnations, if they work in this direction.
Celibacy would be a conditio sine qua non, which
would help to develop again the Divine Eye. Ameri79

cans trying to learn Yoga today try it a few times and
never come back. They do not know even the most
fundamental law in Yoga: “Yogas citta-vritti-nirodah”.
Yoga is the [temporary] inhibition of the function of
the mind, which would make the mind empty but
instead the concentrated seeing with this inner eye
would take over, and, voila, one is on the Astral Plane
within the ‘Realm of the Unconscious’, or in medical
terminology ‘the autonomic brain and nerve-system’.
The western man and woman hardly learn to discipline their mind, they cannot control their thoughtactivity; they do not root out ignorance, craving,
hatred and illusion, they do not develop intuitive
comprehension, and they do not guard the senses,
especially the eye, which acts all too often as a sexual
sense, seeing the illusive beauty of a woman and the
misleading handsomeness of a man, delusions which
end in pain and suffering, quite often in death!
Western schools and universities do not teach all
that, nor the most esoteric paragraphs under the title
‘Perception’, which HPB wrote down in The Secret
Doctrine III, pointing to the technique of Dharana and
Dhyana of the yogic discipline. HPB apparently gives
here an answer to a question on the seven stages of
yogic perception.1
The reason this writer points to these yogic visions,
is the fact that the Borobudur monument stops
depicting on reliefs the scenes of the Lalitavistara text
when the Buddha preaches his first sermon about
the ‘Four Noble Truths’, setting the ‘Wheel of the
Dharma’ in motion. All the important events from
Buddha’s later life are omitted. Why this was done
is not very clear.
The next reliefs are devoted to the Mandala-teachings
of a great Mahayana scripture, the Gandavyuha,
showing the travels of a young Chela with the name
Sudhana through various centers in search for enlightenment and the liberation from the bonds of
matter and the flesh. The Gandavyuha text is very
occult and thus allegorical and figurative. It is similar to the Mandalas which could be seen every time,
when the Dalai Lama (and his high lamas) was
presiding over a convention, which he organised in
many cities in the West, where he at the same time
gave the warning Kalachakra-ritual. Most of the
audience did not understand that the ceremony was
a hint in regard to coming catastrophes.
Sudhana, who wishes to become a Bodhisattva, visits many teachers in various occult centers. This
writer, interested very much in Egyptology or rather
Egyptosophy, knows about the mystery-schools in


See
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Egypt: Abydos, Busiris, Dendera, Saqqara and the
main-center of initiation, where the last and most
dangerous trial for the Neophyte took place, namely
the Great Pyramid of Giza, and can’t help thinking
that the Gandavyuha scripture teaches the same
procedure of initiation into the Mysteries, here, of

A Dhyani Buddha statue atop Borobudur.
Photo from www.vocal.net/twc/borobudur.html

course, into the Royal Yoga, because in ancient times
these things were universal and international.
Sudhana visits the Bodhisattva Manjushri and asks
him for guidance to transform himself into a Bodhisattva. Manjushri advises Sudhana to go to a
mountain nearby, to see a monk in his ashram,
where then the first instruction takes place. After
Sudhana becomes a Yoga-master, he meets the compassionate Bodhisattva Avalokithesvara, actually his
own ‘Higher Self’ — Atma or his seventh principle.
This can be accomplished only in the state of
Samadhi. Next he sees the Maha Yogi — Siva — the
patron of all Raja Yogis. Then follow scenes in which
Sudhana worships the Buddha.
The following scenes of the reliefs become very abstract and veiled, a fact which is understandable,
because the Raja Yoga discipline and technique
takes place only within the divisions of the Realm of
the Unconscious or in the autonomic brain-andnerve-system of the Yogi. Since this is the science of
sciences and is not without danger, the initiate has
to give the Sodalian Oath, i.e. that he swears “inviolable secrecy as to the Esoteric Doctrines imparted
to him” (SD III, p.376). Consequently the Gandavyuha
text and all the Mandalas, which contain the esoteric
truth of the modus operandi of the Discipline of Royal
Yoga cannot be entirely unveiled, since it is the law
among the Arhats and Bodhisattvas that details of
the Mysteries should never be given in public print,
in books, magazines and should not be depicted in
reliefs openly. But it is the Original Theosophy which

The Secret Doctrine III, pp.581-82
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alone in the West, goes as far as possible to disclose
some secrets of the Eternal Truth of the Good
Dharma; it does it by keeping “within the prescribed
limits” (ibidem). What was allowed to be given out in
print by the Maha Chohan as the head of the Arhatbrotherhood, the serious Theosophist can find in
Secret Doctrine III (or in the last volumes of HPB’s
Collected Writings), in The Voice of the Silence, in The
Mahatma Letters, and finally in Dr. Taimni’s Science
of Yoga, a great work which goes as far as one adept
can go. Indeed we Theosophists have “the most
sublime code of ethics and the unparalleled philosophy of things external in the visible Kosmos” (ibidem),
but have failed to teach it properly. Actually it has
been pushed aside and is de facto forgotten among
the various theosophical groups which allowed
themselves to be re-churchianized.
Sudhana is now attaining the Bodhisattva-hood. He
finds other yogis in Mandalas surrounding Vairocana and the Buddha. Vairocana is the
. . . personification of a class of spiritual beings
described as the embodiment of essential wisdom (bodhi) and absolute purity. They dwell in
the fourth Arûpa Dhâtu (formless world) or,
Buddhakshetra, and are the first or the highest
hierarchy of the five orthodox Dhyâni Buddhas.
(

Theos. Glossary, pp.358-59)

Sudhana comes next to Vairocana’s ‘Jewel Tower’, to
see the Buddha Maitreya, the future Buddha — the
Kalki Avatara of Vishnu, the ‘White Horse Avatara’ of
the Brahmans. Since Maitreya is supposed to exist
in Tushita or Shambalah and Deva-loka, a celestial
region, Vairocana’s ‘Jewel Tower’ must be the same.
Maitreya opens the gate to it for Sudhana and becomes his mentor and teacher.
The following reliefs are now devoted to Maitreya and
portray him as the coming Buddha, as an universal
monarch, who will be walking on earth without
stopping for thousands of centuries, taking always
new bodies, when the old one has been used up. His
task is to benefit all beings, humans as well as
animals. He is shown in the role of a Tirthankara —
like the famous Jain adepts and initiates — as a
boatman, ferrying chelas and neophytes over the
‘river of Samsara’ to the Other Shore, to the threshold
of Nirvana; in short he works as an initiator and
teacher of Royal Yoga.
Maitreya knows all the secrets of ‘continuous existence’ and the modus operandi of Tulku: Ego-projection and transference. He will in the next mankind,
the sixth, in the Pacific area, restore the spiritual
purity among men and will help in the creation of
human beings with a spiritualized intelligence and a
pacifistic lifestyle, who also live in harmony with the
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members of the animal kingdom.
strictly vegetarians.

Thus they are

We are coming now to the final part of the Gandavyuha scripture.
Sudhana bids farewell to Maitreya and wishes to
meet the bodhisattva Samantabhadra, the ‘Universal
Sage’, who is “one of the four Bodhisattvas of the
Yogâchârya School” (Theos. Glossary, p.286). Sudhana
had attained the perfection of the ten stages of
wisdom, and when he sees Samantabhadra, the
latter touches Sudhana on the head, and he becomes
one with Samantabhadra. Next both pronounce a
vow for the good of all living beings. SudhanaSamantabhadra, united, are traversing the paths of
the world, re-incarnating again and again, and work
together so that future mankind will be free of compulsion, wars, ignorance and misery. They preserve
and teach the true doctrines of the Dharma.
Esoterically, the Gandavyuha text projects Esoteric
Budhism of the Mahayana Buddhism and the transforming and spiritualizing discipline of Raja Yoga.
Those chelas who are successful, who pass the last
and most dangerous trials, are able to enter the next
and highest terrace, Arupa-dhatu, the Formless
World of Devachan and even Nirvana. Here we are
confronted with “some of the most recondite teachings of the Esoteric Philosophy” (Boris de Zirkoff in BCW
XIV, p.xliii) . Fortunately for the theosophical scholar,
these sublime and abstract teachings are available
in the chapters ‘The Mystery of the Buddha’ and ‘The
Re-incarnations of the Buddha’ in Secret Doctrine III
(or in Collected Writings). These teachings help the
researcher to interpret properly the highest terrace
of the Borobudur Monument. Aren’t we Theosophists lucky, because no exoteric text available in the
West has them. When some exoteric text of the
Borobudur monument states that: “Sudhana finally
attains the perfection [of a Full-Initiate because]
Samantabhadra touches him on his head”, only the
Arhat Kuthumi can provide the esoteric interpretation. He says in The Mahatma Letters, p.78:
Mr. Hume has perfectly defined the difference
between personality and individuality. The former hardly survives — the latter, to run successfully its seven-fold downward and upward
course has to assimilate to itself the eternal
life-power residing but in the seventh [Atma]
and then blend the three (fourth [Kama], fifth
[Manas] and seventh [Atma]) into one — the
sixth [Buddhi]. Those who succeed in doing so
become Buddhs, Dyan Chohans, etc. The chief
object of our struggles and initiations is to
achieve this union while yet on this earth.

As we have seen, Sudhana had achieved this union
with Samantabhadra, his own MONAD — Atma81

Buddhi; he now enters through a very ornate gateway
into the highest terrace, Arupa-dhatu. This gateway
shows Rishis — Dhyan Chohans, Devas — showering
blossoms upon those Full-initiates, who pass
through this final gateway into the state of Devachan
(Paradise, Sekhet Hetepet, Sukavati, Walhalla,
Tushita, Deva-loka, Shambalah, Elysia).
This Arupa-dhatu terrace changes from being square
to being round, from being heavily ornamented to
being plain. Nothing points to something material,
since everything is very abstract, heavenly, spiritual
and esoteric. And yet there are 72 small (and nota
bene!) perforated stone stupas on three circular terraces, each containing the statue of a Bodhisattva in
his Nirmanakaya robe as a saviour and teacher of
mankind. The latter sits there in the highest division
of Devachan in the state of yogic Samadhi. These
Bodhisattvas and Arhats are the yogic product (by
Dhyana-meditation and the Tulku-siddhi — Egoprojection and Ego-transference) of the Buddha himself. They have made a vow to continue the work of
the Buddha as teachers of the ignorant and suffering
mankind, to show them the ‘Path’ for enlightenment
and the liberation from the bonds of matter and the
flesh, or in other words, to help them ‘to sail successfully over the river of Samsara to the Other Shore’,
to the threshold of Nirvana. This is the reason to the
fact that the 72 stupas still have openings to the
outside world, and as we theosophists know, there
is indeed a connection from the state of Devachan to
the world and thus to mankind; from Devachan
re-incarnations are possible! These Bodhisattvas,
sitting in the stupas, will re-incarnate according to
their own Law of Karma and when their individual
time to leave Devachan will come and, as ‘mind-born
sons’ of the Buddha, will work as teachers and
saviours. (One need only observe the work of the
present Dalai Lama, indeed a Bodhisattva, and the
work of our own Masters Morya and Kuthumi, and
also of H.P. Blavatsky herself, in order to understand
esoterically the concept of these Bodhisattvas, sitting
in the perforated stupas).
At the center and highest point of the Borobudur
Monument a very large bell-shaped stupa can be
seen. It is the stupa of the Buddha himself. But
unlike the 72 smaller and perforated stupas of the
Bodhisattvas, the huge stupa of the Buddha appears
to be closed up, signifying the total separation (Kaivalya) from the planet earth and its mankind. It
points a stubby finger to heaven, to Space and thus
Nirvana, saying: the Buddha’s Monad or his Dhyani
Buddha part — Atma-Buddhi — has merged as a
Dharmakaya and Planetary Spirit (as a Spiritual
Astronaut) back into Moksha, into interstellar Space,
where it once had come from. Thus this large and
central stupa is empty!
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Western Buddhologists and Orientalists do not understand yet the esoteric meaning of the Arupadhatu-terrace, because concepts of Devachan and
Nirvana are too abstract and too vague for them.
Furthermore such words as ‘mindborn sons’, ‘Nirmana-cittanies’ of the Buddha and the ‘Tulku-siddhi’, which point to the highest and most esoteric
Theurgia, and the fact that the Gandavyuha-mandala is a very veiled Mahayana text, projecting the
discipline and practice of Royal (or Raja) Yoga, show
that the scientists are burdened by their academic
materialism and are helpless to deal properly with
Esoteric Budhism! But they would be able to, if they
studied the highly metaphysical chapters in The
Secret Doctrine III (or in the Collected Writings),
namely ‘The Mystery of the Buddha’ and ‘The Re-incarnations of the Buddha’. These secrets are now
given here:
The Buddha is in Nirvâna, it is said, though this
once mortal vehicle — the subtle body [the
‘astral Gautama’ — his Manas per se and Buddhi-Manas] — of Gautama is still present among
the Initiates; nor will it leave the realm of conscious Being so long as suffering mankind
needs its divine help — not to the end of this
Root-Race, at any rate [the 5th; in the 6th the
Maitreya Buddha will take over]. From time to
time He, the “astral” Gautama, [the ‘middle
principles’ of the Buddha] associates Himself,
in some most mysterious — to us quite incomprehensible — manner, with Avatâras and great
saints, and works through them [as in the case
of the Maha Chohan, the Arhats Morya and
Kuthumi, our leaders and teachers]. And several such are named [Shankaracharya, Y’schua
ben Pandera (Jesus), Apollonius von Thyana,
Tsong- Kha-pa and possible Mani]. . . .
And now what is meant by a “Bodhisattva”?
Buddhists of the Mahâyâna mystic system
teach that each BUDDHA manifests Himself (hypostatically or otherwise) simultaneously in
three worlds of Being, namely, in the world of
Kâma (concupiscence or desire — the sensuous
universe or our earth [the Kama-dhatu of
Borobudur]) in the shape of a man; in the world
of Rûpa (form, yet supersensuous [the Rupadhatu of Borobudur or the ‘Hall of Learning and
Transformation’ by the discipline of Raja Yoga])
as a Bodhisattva; and in the highest Spiritual
World (that of purely incorporeal existences [the
Arupa-dhatu of Borobudur]) as a Dhyâni Buddha. The latter prevails eternally in space and
time, i.e., from one Mahâ-Kalpa to the other —
the synthetic culmination of the three being
Adi-Buddha [at Borobudur it may be Vairocana,
the “generic personification of . . . the first or the
highest hierarchy of the five orthodox Dhyâni
Buddhas”. See Theos. Glossary, pp.358-59] the
Wisdom-Principle, which is Absolute, and
. . . continued on page 94
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Cycles Great and Small:
A Look at the Cycles of Galaxies and Water Molecules
and Their Effects on Man
Robert Bruce MacDonald

I

t is very difficult to understand and talk about
Theosophy without talking of cycles. Whereas contemporary thought tends to follow in linear modes,
not so for the Ancient Wisdom Tradition. We have
the cycles of the Rounds, of the Races, of the Yugas,
Manvantaras and Pralayas, and so much more. With
all of these cycles it would be well to understand what
is happening, the relationship of the spiritual and
the physical and how aspects of each can help manifest or hinder the manifestation of a cycle. Furthermore, as Man moves into a more responsible role in
the evolution of our Globe, what role does he have to
play in preparing the World for the next cycle?
If we take a particular cycle as an example, what
might we find out? Let us look at the solar system.
The Sun has a spiritual and a physical aspect to it.
The spiritual aspect generates powers that manifest
on this physical plane as a glowing ball of gases
rotating as it moves through space. It behaves like
a giant vortex warping space around it like the shape
of a funnel so that objects have a tendency to fall into
it. At the same time, like a spinning top, anything
that gets too close to it, and avoids being annihilated,
has a tendency to get whipped away. There is a force
pulling inwards and a force pushing outwards. This
field prepared by the Sun is the field in which the
Earth lives. It too has a spiritual aspect that manifests on the plane of the Sun as a void or lack. This
void is like a funnel pulling matter into it and at the
same time behaves as a shell deflecting things away
(think of the Earth’s atmosphere deflecting away
meteors and other debris). The planets of this solar
system are all placed the appropriate distance from
the Sun according to the spirits within them. The
Earth wants to fall into the Sun but comes up against
this outward pressure of the Sun. This outward
pressure of the Sun is rotating as is the Earth’s
outward pressure. Sometimes when two spinning
tops rotating, at the appropriate speeds come together, as the shells of the tops meet, one top will
actually orbit around the other top before the energies decay and the orbiting top gets deflected away.
Because the Solar and Planetary energies are kept
constant by the indwelling deities or spirits, the
Planets find a point in space where the two rotations
are at an equilibrium, and the rotations cause the
Planets to move around the Sun at a constant orbital
velocity. Suns orbit around other Suns which orbit
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around the center of the Galaxy, and Galaxies orbit
around Galaxies and so on. The idea here is that
without the appropriate field provided by the Sun,
the Earth would not have a place to live and grow.
Let us take our example one step further. As the Sun
forms, it pulls into itself from the surrounding interstellar matter a higher concentration of this matter.
Remember the Sun is like a funnel or vacuum pulling
matter in. The Earth is not as big a funnel as the
Sun so in order to attract to it matter in sufficient
quantities to grow, it must be in an area where this
matter is in higher concentrations. We can look at
the entire Solar System then as the body of the Sun
with the Earth living inside that body. The center of
that body is the glowing Sun which radiates energies
that modify the matter that the Earth then attracts
to itself and uses. So this glowing center attracts
matter to it and then energizes that matter making
it fit for use by the planets which are like organs in
this greater body. It is very probable that the matter
in the orbit of the Earth is magnetized by the Solar
currents at a strength that makes them more attractive and useful to the planet in that orbit, in this case
the Earth. We can also imagine that as our Solar
Body hurtles through space, this body provides protection to the Sun at the centre so that it too may
grow and evolve further.
Let us consider another cycle, the Precession of the
Equinox. This cycle, lasting about 25,920 years, is
divided into twelve messianic cycles lasting about
2160 years each. Mark Vidler in the book The Star
Mirror describes the precession as follows:
The changing view of the stars occurs because
the Earth is rotating on two axes simultaneously. It rotates around one axis every day, but
it rotates very slowly around a second axis
about every 25,800 years. The precessional
motion of the Earth around the second axis
passes unnoticed in a single lifetime but dramatically affects the view of the heavens from
the Earth over long periods of time. (p.54)

Right now Earth’s north pole faces Polaris, but as the
precessional cycle continues the view over the north
pole will change and Polaris will not return to its
current position for over 25,000 years.
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From an occult perspective we know that every 2160
years there is a new messianic influence. A member
of the White Brotherhood is born whose duty it is to
funnel certain new spiritual energies down to the
mental and physical planes so that mankind can
work through these energies over the upcoming cycle. Sometimes it is clear who this messianic representative is, most times probably not. It is enough
that he or she does their duty and that there are some
who are open to this new impulse. This cycle is then
important to mankind. Every time humanity makes
its way through such a cycle, the thought space of
the planet changes. As the world is a projection of
the collective minds of the humanity that inhabits it,
we are in effect changing the frequency of the planet
every time we go through one of these changes.
Let us use the analogy of sound to understand what
is happening with this new messianic influence.
Most of humanity can hear sound between 20 20,000 hertz (vibrations per second). Let us look at
what might happen if there were a man born capable
of hearing beyond this range, say at 21,000 hertz.
Now mankind would produce all sorts of sounds in
the audible range of 20 - 20,000 hertz but would not
be very interested beyond this range as they could
not hear in this range anyway (for purposes of this
analogy we will ignore any mechanical devices using
these frequencies). Some sounds are beneficial and
make things grow while other sounds are destructive. There is a property of sound known as acoustic
interference. It works as follows:
Acoustic interference occurs when two or more
sound waves are produced at the same time.
Their amplitudes at any point in space may be
added together to determine their combined
effect. If the amplitude of the resultant wave is
larger than either of the original waves, the
waves are said to interfere constructively. If the
resultant amplitude is smaller than one of the
individual waves, the waves interfere destructively. (Physics Made Simple, pp.94-95)

Naturally, if two sound waves are completely opposite, they can cancel each other out (think of the
principle behind the mass and the black mass — the
mass said backwards).
Nature makes her own sounds in the process of going
through her cycles. As Nature possesses much
power it is only natural that some individuals will
understand that they can harness this power
through the use of sound. Some individuals will even
try to selfishly bend Nature in order to squeeze even
more of her fruits out of her for their own benefit.
There will be a few who become experts in the use of
sound so that they can use acoustic interference to
destroy the efforts of others and accrue more for
themselves. It could come to pass that more and
more is centralized into the hands of fewer and fewer
84

people. Now what would happen if a new energy
passed through Nature and changed it so that it
started making sounds in the 21,000 hertz range.
There would be no one to notice this change except
the man we referred to above capable of hearing in
the 21,000 hertz range.
This man would all of the sudden be in the possession of a huge advantage over everyone else. There
is another property of sound known as resonance, a
property by which you can build up the power of a
sound. It can be illustrated in the following manner:
Resonance reinforces sound in much the same
way that a mechanical movement can be reinforced. Suppose you are pushing a swing. To
get it to swing high, you must push it at the
exact tempo of its natural frequency of motion.
A slight force applied each time the swing
reaches its highest point will soon build up a
wide movement. (Physics Made Simple, p.95)

So one man using the property of resonance would
be able to use sound in the 21,000 hertz range to
make a lot of changes. There would be no one able
to interfere with him as he would be operating outside everyone’s area of experience. If this man were
a good man, he and a few whom he was able to show
the way to, could do much to bring Nature back into
balance.
The Earth does not only sit within the body of our
Solar System. Our Solar System orbits about a central sun located close by in this Galaxy, and this
central sun orbits about the centre of the Galaxy.
Paul A. LaViolette in his article, “A Galactic Superwave Hazard Alert”, describes what he calls a galactic
superwave. He defines it as “an intense volley of
galactic cosmic rays.” LaViolette goes on to say:
The most recent superwave affected the Earth
and the entire solar system during the period
from about 16,000 to 11,000 years ago and,
through its ultimate effect on the Sun, was
responsible for bringing an abrupt end to the
last ice age.
Through these solar effects, the superwave was
also responsible for the mass extinction which
occurred 12,750 years ago, wiping out 95 per
cent of the large mammal species on the North
American continent. (Superwave, p.47)

From the galaxy’s dust-filled core, lying between the
constellations of Scorpio and Sagittarius, this galactic superwave has been approaching us for the last
23,000 years. LaViolette further describes:
These cosmic rays are ultra-relativistic, meaning that they travel so close to the speed of light
that they give rise to superluminal visual effects. The synchrotron radiation emitted in the
course of their 23,000-year trek will appear to
unfold towards us in a matter of days, shower-
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ing us with everything from low-frequency radiowaves and visible light to ultraviolet radiation, X-rays and gamma rays, not to mention
the penetrating particle volley itself. What we
will be witnessing is what astonomers call a
galactic core explosion. . . .
Should a superwave arrive, our most immediate
worry would be the electromagnetic pulse (EMP)
which it would carry at its forefront. This highintensity electromagnetic shockfront would
send high voltages coursing along any electrically conductive object. Upon arrival, it would:
• create high-voltage surges on the powerline
grid, shorting out powerline transformers and
tripping line circuit-breakers, resulting in
global power blackouts;
• fry satellites and destroy all nonhardened
electronic equipment connected to the electric
power grid, resulting in loss of electronic communications (TV, telephone, GPS system, etc.);
airplane crashes would be inevitable;
• electrocute people who happened to be touching a large metal surface;
• ionise the Earth’s atmosphere and consequently destroy the ozone layer, thereby increasing the Earth’s exposure to harmful UV
rays and ionising radiation. The atmospheric
electron shower produced by the superwave
cosmic rays, along with the increased penetration of solar UV, would raise the incidence of
skin cancer as well as the rate of genetic mutation. . . .
The worst would be yet to come. The superwave
cosmic ray wind would vaporise frozen
cometary debris that surrounds our solar system and blow this dust and gas inward. Analysis of Greenland ice cores has shown that the
solar system was filled with large concentrations of cosmic dust during the last ice age.
As this nebular material entered the inner solar
system, it would scatter sunlight so that a
portion of the Earth’s radiation would come
from a uniform glow filling both the daytime and
night-time sky. It would also redden the solar
radiation spectrum. (Superwave, pp.47-49)

Here we see how the Earth can be changed radically
by forces that dwarf anything that can be generated
here on the planet. Although science tends to exaggerate the effects of such phenomena, it is apparent
that the Earth would not escape the effects of such
a superwave. Current research indicates that superwaves occur every 26,000 ± 3000 years and can recur
after as little as 10,000 to 13,000 years. In addition
to these superwaves, the galactic core has emitted
minor superwaves that have recurred on average less
than 500 years apart. The last one occurred 700
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years ago. The associated EMP with the minor superwave could be stronger than anything witnessed
in recent history. It would seem that Nature has a
way of neutralizing harmful technologies that have
been developed by ignorant humanities. It is also
interesting that these major superwaves occur on
average once every precessional period. Also, the
last superwave coincided with the destruction of
Plato’s Poseidon.
The American Indians have recently started to report
to the wider world the visions that some of their
elders have experienced. Prophecy is based on cycles, whether it be some seer whose mind is sensitive
to and naturally resonates with the energy of some
future cyclic event descending through the astral, or
with astrologers who follow the cycles of the heavens
in order to predict future events. Blavatsky writes:
It is now amply proved that even horoscopes
and judiciary astrology are not quite based on
a fiction, and that stars and constellations,
consequently, have an occult and mysterious
influence on, and connection with, individuals.
And if with the latter, why not with nations,
races, and mankind in bulk? (SD I, p.647)

We have heard about the Hopi prophecies that dealt
with the Red Sky, and now a vision seen in the 1920s
by a wise man from the Apache named Stalking Wolf
has been related to us in an article titled “Night of
the Red Sky - The Prophetic Vision of ‘Grandfather’”.
He had a series of four visions, the first vision being
a warning to man in what has turned out to be the
African Famine and the AIDs disease. If man ignores
these warnings, this will be followed by holes in the
sky, the death of sea-life, and violent storms. If the
world reaches this point (the point that we are at
now), the only way to avert disaster is by changing
things physically and working spiritually to heal the
Earth. The third vision is as follows:
It was at the end of the fourth day that the third
Vision came to him. As he gazed out onto the
landscape towards the setting Sun, the sky
suddenly turned to a liquid and then turned
blood-red. As far as his eyes could see, the sky
was solid red, with no variation in shadow,
texture or light. The whole of Creation seemed
to have grown still, as if awaiting some unseen
command. Time, place and destiny seemed to
be in limbo, stilled by the bleeding sky. He
gazed for a long time at the sky, in a state of awe
and terror, for the red colour of the sky was like
nothing he had ever seen in any sunset or
sunrise. The colour was that of man, not of
Nature, and it had a vile stench and texture. It
seemed to burn the Earth wherever it touched.
As sunset drifted to night, the stars shone
bright red, the colour never leaving the sky, and
everywhere the cries of fear and pain were
heard.
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Again, the warrior spirit appeared to Grandfather, but this time as a voice from the sky. Like
thunder, the voice shook the landscape. “This,
then, is the third sign, the night of the bleeding
stars. It will become known throughout the
world, for the sky in all lands will be red with
the blood of the sky, day and night. It is then,
with this sign of the third probable future, that
there is no longer hope. Life on the Earth as
man has lived it will come to an end, and there
can be no turning back, physically or spiritually. It is then, if things are not changed during
the second sign, that man will surely know the
destruction of the Earth is at hand. It is then
that the children of the Earth must run to the
wild places and hide. For when the sky bleeds
fire, there will be no safety in the world of man.”
Grandfather sat in shocked horror as the voice
continued.
“From this time, when the stars bleed, to the
fourth and final sign, will be four seasons of
peace [that is, one year]. It is in these four
seasons that the children of the Earth must live
deep in the wild places and find a new home,
close to the Earth and the Creator. It is only the
children of the Earth that will survive, and they
must live the philosophy of the Earth, never
returning to the thinking of man. And survival
will not be enough, for the children of the Earth
must also live close to the Spirit. So tell them
not to hesitate if and when this third sign
becomes manifest in the stars, for there are but
four seasons to escape.”
Grandfather said that the voice and red sky
lingered for a week, and then were gone as
quickly as they were manifest.
He did not remember how many days he’d spent
at the mouth of the cave, nor did it make a
difference, for he had received the Vision he had
come for.
It was in his final night at the Eternal Cave that
the fourth Vision came to Grandfather, this time
carried by the voice of a young child.
The child said, “The fourth and final sign will
appear through the next ten winters [that is, ten
years] following the night that the stars will
bleed. During this time, the Earth will heal
itself and man will die. For those ten years, the
children of the Earth must remain hidden in the
wild places, make no permanent camps, and
wander to avoid contact with the last remaining
forces of man. They must remain hidden, like
the ancient scouts, and fight the urge to go back
to the destruction of man. Curiosity could kill
many.” (Red Sky, p.58)

If we are at the second prophecy there is time to
change things. Man is a creator. He has created the
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mess that we are in now, and he can also clean that
mess up. However, the work must include a spiritual
healing of the Earth.
In order to heal an ailing Earth, mankind must learn
to seek help through the agencies that preside over
her various cycles of life. From the Secret Doctrine
we read:
The magic of the ancient priests consisted, in
those days, in addressing their gods in their own
language. “The speech of the men of the earth
cannot reach the Lords. Each must be addressed in the language of his respective element. . . . It is composed of sounds, not words;
of sounds, numbers and figures. He who knows
how to blend the three, will call forth the response of the superintending Power” (the regent-god of the specific element needed).
Thus this “language” is that of incantations or
of MANTRAS, as they are called in India, sound
being the most potent and effectual magic agent,
and the first of the keys which opens the door of
communication between Mortals and the Immortals. (SD I, p.464)

One way to heal the Earth spiritually would be, like
the acupuncturist, to help focus certain natural
energies by appealing to the appropriate regent-god,
so that a natural cleansing could take place. However, as mankind is not too familiar with the element
language at this point, it is possible that more harm
than good might come out of such attempts. Perhaps, then, there is an easier way.
Dr. Masaru Emoto may give us the clues we need in
his book Messages from Water. Jeane Manning
looks at Emoto in her article “The Sensitivities of
Water C Startling New Evidence that Water Can
Reflect Our Thoughts and More”. Emoto experimented on water by freezing it and then viewing it
under a microscope. She writes:
Emoto’s associates sent him samples of water
from various parts of the world C polluted rivers
or holy sites, various cities and mountains. His
staff takes many photographs of each sample.
Although individual crystals from one water
sample differ incrementally, crystals from any
given sample are similar. Unpolluted water
samples yielded symmetrical hexagons, but
when polluted water droplets were frozen the
photographs revealed an inability for crystals to
reach complete hexagonal structures. However, most samples went through a common
stage when the ice droplets melted. Just before
ice turns to water, a shape can be seen under
the microscope that is a replica of the six lines
inside a circle constituting the Chinese alphabet’s character for water.
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What caused the apparent weakness in the
waters’ hidden structures? The problems correlated with whether the water had been exposed to chemicals, emotional pollution (panic
pervading a city after an earthquake destroyed
the waters’ crystallizing abilities) or sound pollution.
In later experiments, Emoto put the water samples between loudspeakers and exposed them
to certain recordings before freezing the droplets. When music lyrics contained aggression
such as “I hate you!” or “You fool!” the water not
only could not form proper crystals, and under
the microscope it had a chaotic appearance
[sic].
On the other hand, uplifting music such as
Mozart’s symphony No. 40 in G Minor and
Beethoven’s Pastorale yielded beautiful gracefully formed crystals. This line of research led
to placing samples of water on certain photographs, attaching labels with words written on
them, and having school children verbally give
messages to the water samples.
Although healthy waters form a myriad of variations on hexagonal crystals, Emoto was in for
a surprise. One of his before-and-after sets of
photos showed inadequately formed water crystals from a sample of Fujiwara Dam waters
before a minister prayed over the dam. Waters
behind a dam become stagnant, and the sample
under the microscope looked like a suffering
face. However, the “after” sample was taken
after Reverend Kato Hoki, chief priest of
Jyuhouin Temple, Omiya City, performed a
prayer practice for an hour beside the dam.
Among the exquisite hexagonal crystals obtained from the water after it was prayed over
were two heptagons — crystals that were sevensided. Interestingly, the reverend had prayed to
the Seven Goddesses of Fortune.
Emoto’s research indicates that troubled tap
water that cannot crystallize properly can be
transformed to make beautiful crystals through
conscious thought focused on love. He learned

that the most powerful combination of words
are “love and gratitude.” (Water, p.65)

Water has a life-cycle like anything else, and when a
water monad is in the presence of a pure medium, it
will express itself hexagonally. Emoto has shown
that the emotional intent of human beings does have
a very real effect on the world around us. Water is
very sensitive and 70 percent of the planet is composed of water, so what humanity thinks and feels is
transferred to this medium. In his book Reverse
Aging, Sang Whang details the powerful effects that
hexagonally structured alkaline water has on human
health. Jeane Manning writes:
Is water the most sensitive medium for recording and transmitting subtle influences? If so,
the implications for our health and the health
of our environment are profound. The fertilized
human egg is about 95 percent water, and a
mature human body is 70 per cent water. We
live on a planet whose surface is about 70 per
cent covered with water. (Water, p.65)

Man’s thoughts and emotions can affect, among
other things, water. We can directly influence the
structure of water. By imparting certain mental and
emotional energies into a medium we can affect the
structure and hence the health of that medium.
Pollution is the effect of disorganized and negative
human thought and emotion.
From the cycles of universes, to messianic cycles,
down to the life-cycles of water molecules, everything
is interrelated. If mankind could start to clean up its
thoughts and environment, what powerful effects
could a messianic influence have on our world?
Mankind is starting its evolutionary climb back towards spirit. We are no longer falling into matter but
are rather climbing back out, and that takes effort.
What we say and think will become increasingly
important as we move along. We are responsible and
we must make an effort. Nature will follow its course
with or without mankind’s approval and if we choose
not to follow, we do so at our peril.
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THEOSOPHICAL FRIENDS REMEMBERED

William Emmett Small
May 3, 1903 - October 25, 2001

Emmett in February 1997

It was with a
great sense of
loss to the
Movement that
the theosophical
world
learned of Emmett’s passing
away
on
Thursday evening, October
25th, 2001 at
8:34 pm (Pacific Daylight
Time).

From the family it was learned that in August Emmett had fallen and bruised his back, possibly cracking a rib. Then in mid-October he developed a
urinary tract infection. He fell while getting up in the
middle of the night, resulting in a compression fracture at the site of the original injury, and was hospitalized on Saturday, October 20th. He seemed to be
doing well and expected to stay in an extended care
facility for one month to heal. The next day, however,
he developed renal failure and was informed he only
had a short time to live. Following Emmett’s clear
instructions that no life-sustaining medical interventions be employed, he was moved to the San Diego
Hospice.
Emmett was quite alert and wanted to send greetings
to friends in the Theosophical world. The family
encouraged friends to send messages to share with
Emmett in return. Then, a few days later, according
to his son, Ken, “His passing was extraordinarily
peaceful. The many greetings from friends both close
and from around the world were shared with him as
he rested . . . during the week for which we are most
grateful. Both of my sisters were present with myself
at the time of his passing.”

Following is a Biographical Sketch which was presented at the Memorial Service held in the Forum
Room at Clara Colt Hall of the Point Loma Nazarene
University, which is situated on the grounds of the
former Point Loma theosophical organization, next
to the Greek Theater overlooking the Pacific. This is
followed by Tributes from a few of Emmett’s many
friends and acquaintances. (A number of Tributes
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also appeared in the November 2000 issue of Theosophy World, the Internet magazine. The San Diego
Union-Tribune also featured an article on Emmett in
their November 1st, 2001 edition.)

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
Born in 1903, Emmett’s life spanned almost the
entire 20th century. From horses and trolleys to
freeways and jet planes, from beach-front property
housing tent cities to condominium complexes and
biotech industries, his vibrant inner life brought
meaning, depth and purpose to the panorama of
change that unfurled before him.
Emmett loved Point Loma. It was his favorite place
in the entire world. He used to run by the cliffs and
down to the beach as a boy and he continued to walk
up and down the saged hills until last year. He would
want you all to know how much he enjoyed your
company and how fortunate he felt to live in Point
Loma, so full of golden memories for him.
Although born in Macon, Georgia, he grew up on
Point Loma. Emmett had a rather unusual childhood. Since the age of two, he was a boarding
student at the Theosophical Raja Yoga Academy,
located where the Point Loma Nazarene University
now stands. His mother wanted him to study at the
Academy because she believed in Theosophy and its
universal truths of peace, brotherhood, reincarnation and karma. She wanted her son to be educated
in the completeness of the Theosophical teachings.
As a student at the Academy, he studied Sanskrit,
Latin and all the Romance languages. He learned to
play cello, clarinet and piano. He enjoyed acting in
Shakespearean plays performed in the Greek Theater and playing tennis and baseball. He also loved
working in the gardens and orchards. Above all, it
was the camaraderie of students and faculty, joining
together to work, create and study for a higher
purpose that sparked Emmett’s appreciation and
gratitude for his life at Lomaland, as he fondly called
it.
Carmen and Emmett met and fell in love at the
Academy, and were married there in 1939. They
lived in San Diego most of their lives where they
raised their three children, Gwen, Clara and Ken.
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Emmett was a scholar; he loved to read, write and
study. He was an excellent writer with a keen mind
who understood clearly the universal truths expressed in Theosophy — the focal point of his life.
He wrote numerous articles throughout his life, and
spoke at conferences around the world on Theosophical topics, such as karma and reincarnation,
the purpose of life, and following one’s highest duty.
For his 80th birthday, the family published a collection of his articles entitled The Path of Self Unfoldment.
He earned his living as a technical writer at Bill Jack
Scientific Instrument Company, Ryan Aeronautical
Company and General Atomic. A natural teacher, he
also taught Creative Writing in Adult Education and
later, after his official retirement, taught writing at
home to aspiring authors. With Helen Todd, Emmett
created and edited The Eclectic Theosophist, a bimonthly international newsletter, from 1971-1992.
From 1946 to about 1985 Emmett was very active in
the Robert Browning Society. He served as president
for ten years and enjoyed lecturing on Browning’s
works.
In 1971 with Iverson Harris and Theosophical
friends, Point Loma Publications (PLP), a non-profit
corporation was formed, which focuses on publishing Theosophical books and books related to world
religions. This was the culmination of a long time
dream — to share the wisdom of great thinkers and
philosophers with others. Since that time, over fifty
different titles have been published ranging from a
Sanskrit text used in university courses to a book on
Tibetan Buddhism by Lama Doboom Tulku.
Emmett died emanating great peace, light and
strength of spirit. From a memorial service that he
gave for a dear friend, Hal Dempster in 1962, he
wrote the following that is appropriate for himself.
Emmett “would have us take some of the peace and
understanding which surrounds him; be sustained
by some of the noble acceptance with which he gave
himself to his Greater Self, some of the knowledge
and wisdom — until such time as we meet again.”

MEMORIAL SERVICE
A memorial service was held for William Emmett
Small in San Diego, California, on November 3, 2001,
at the Point Loma Nazarene University, formerly the
Theosophical Raja Yoga Academy. The Forum Room
at Colt Hall was filled to capacity as family, friends,
and colleagues gathered to pay tribute to Emmett in
a “Celebration of Emmett Small’s Life.”
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The service began with opening remarks by Clara
Nugent-Small. These were followed by the recollections of Dr. Dwayne Little of Point Loma Nazarene
University, titled “From Little to Small.” It was inspiring to hear of the respect and admiration that was
shared between these two friends: one a dedicated
Christian and the other a dedicated Theosophist.
Other friends and Theosophical colleagues then
shared accounts of their unique and treasured associations with Emmett.
Poems were read by friends and family members
throughout the service, reflecting Emmett’s love of
poetry and literature. Excerpts of letters and faxes
received from around the world conveying their regard for Emmett were read by Ken Small.
Afterwards Carmen Small led the audience in the
recitation of “O My Divinity,” by Katherine Tingley.
The service concluded with closing remarks from
Gwen Small.

Nancy Reigle
Cotopaxi, CO

Remembering Emmett
Our first contact with Emmett was in 1961 through
an exchange of letters after we reprinted one of his
articles in The Canadian Theosophist. This lead to a
steady if irregular correspondence which continued
over the better part of forty years. We thought we
knew him well from his letters, but when we finally
met him and his wife Carmen in their lovely San
Diego home in 1982, it was as if we were reuniting
with a mentor from a long ago past.
During our stay there we were privileged to be given
a tour by Emmett of the former Point Loma T.S.
grounds. Through Emmett’s recollections we were
made aware of the function of many of the buildings.
As we viewed the beautiful Greek theatre he brought
alive for us the many productions that had taken
place there with the inspiring backdrop of breaking
waves and the ocean stretching to the horizon.
Writer, editor, publisher — Emmett excelled in all
three roles. But we shall remember him most as a
lovely human being, a true Theosophist.
He will be greatly missed.

Doris and Ted Davy
Calgary, AB

89

Emmett Small: He Who Hails The Dawn!
Of his striking qualities, I remember Emmett’s robust
enthusiasm, his fine mind, and his articulate description of our noble philosophy and the colorful
personages that shaped it. He had the dramatic
quality of an accomplished orator. Rejoicing in the
characters he had played in old Point Loma days, he
would stride down the worn steps of America’s first
Greek Theater, bringing those mighty heroes to life
to visitors and friends once more. The tours he took
us around the old grounds vividly brought back
those halcyon days of the early 20th century Theosophical community there.
It was not always easy for Emmett after the Theosophical Society left Point Loma during World War II.
One can sense the influence of those difficult times
by reading a collection of his Writings: The Path of
Self Unfoldment (published in 1986 as a tribute to his
80th birthday). His essays show the deft hand of an
excellent editor, as did his Eclectic Magazine during
its heyday. As president of the Browning Society,
Emmett also held writer’s workshops which helped
numerous young persons over the years.
Emmett’s close friend, Boris de Zirkoff, first introduced me at a grand memorial of perhaps thirty old
Point Loma friends who gathered to celebrate the
passing of 100-year old poet John Davidson, whose
sprightly verse had often appeared in the local San
Diego newspaper. Each member shared a bit of
verse. I was impressed with both Emmett’s literary
background and the joyful memorial shared by
friends who really understood that death is only a
birth unto the next stage of Life.
Later on, Emmett helped me editorially in appraising
our selection of William Quan Judge’s articles for
Echoes of the Orient, as he had a keen sensitivity to
Judge’s style. After our friend Boris de Zirkoff passed
away, he printed a memorial volume, The Dream That
Never Dies, in which appeared the autobiographical
sketch Boris dictated to me, a year before he passed
on. I loved Emmett’s wry humor, sharp wit, and
kindly but exacting criticism. Of exhaustless energy,
Emmett always urged me to “make haste slowly.” He
never preached to anyone but made strong statements for courageous thought and action. Dr. Little,
an administrator at the Nazarene College, often had
Emmett as a guest speaker about the old Point Loma
days at the present campus. He says the students
always loved greeting Emmett on his daily walks
around the campus. Dr. Little felt he had lost a close
friend, and mentioned how much he had learned
about Theosophy, while still of the Christian lineage.
You who were Apollo in The Eumenides and Prospero
in The Tempest — you now have entered a new stage
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in the theater of Life beyond our earthly setting.
“Hail to him who greets the Dawn!”

Dara Ann Eklund
Studio City, CA

Emmett Small - Some Memories
I first met Emmett some time in the late 1970’s. I had
been doing some lecturing in the United States and
had given a course at the School of Theosophy at
Ojai, CA. I was mindful of Emmett because of The
Eclectic Theosophist, the magazine edited by him
which I found of value and very inspiring. I determined to go down south and visit him. I found where
he lived without much difficulty and was made very
welcome by the family. My memory is that I stayed a
day or two with them, during which time I attended
what could be described as a district ‘lodge’ meeting.
I am afraid that, apart from the members of the
family, I have forgotten who attended it.
Emmett seemed to sense that I appreciated the meditative atmosphere particularly in my bedroom. With
the aid of some flowers and a joss stick he achieved
it.
During my stay there I met Iverson Harris and Gordon Plummer and had the privilege of inspecting a
lot of the old Point Loma archival material, which was
in Iverson’s possession. I also visited Gordon Plummer’s house and saw his amazing model of the most
complex of the Platonic solids hanging in the hallway
of his house. The effect of that model was quite
hypnotic.
One memorable evening Emmett took us all to dinner
at a waterside restaurant. We dined against a background of beautiful moonlight across the water.
I had previously met Geoffrey Barborka and Isla at
Ojai, and from him I had learned something of the
activities at Point Loma.
During my stay with Emmett I was taken to see what
was left of the old Point Loma compound on the
Headland including the Temple and other institutional buildings.
From Emmett, Iverson and Geoffrey I caught the
feeling of the great loyalty that they had for Point
Loma. It seemed a very great pity that, for unavoidable reasons, it had had to close. It seemed such a
pity too that such a wonderful working team as they
apparently had been, had broken up, and the work
could not have continued as it had done in the
original organization.
FOHAT

Subsequent to that visit and a few years later, I sent
the MS of Deity, Cosmos and Man to Emmett for
publication. The Adyar Society at Wheaton had not
wanted it and I had a feeling that the same thing
would have happened had I referred it to Adyar. At
San Diego they set about making a beautiful job of it
for publication. Eldon Tucker was responsible for its
final preparation for the press, doing considerable
work on the Index. Later on I sent them the MSS of
When We Die and After Death Consciousness and
States. By this time, however, Emmett had retired
from the publication business and Carmen and Kenneth had taken over.
In the early 1990’s Yvonne and I did a tour in the
U.S.A. which included a motor trip from San Diego
to San Francisco. We picked up the car at San Diego
and before moving north called at the Small’s residence where we were made very welcome. Carmen
showed us round the building occupied by the publications book store; all very impressive. We sat in
the garden and had tea. Emmett pointed out a fully
grown avocado pear tree which gave us shade from
the sun then nearly over head. We could have had a
good supply of beautiful pears to take home with us
but we were reminded that the Customs would not
allow them out of the country. Quite why this is I do
not know. This was the last time I saw Emmett,
Carmen and Kenneth.
In the meantime I have of course had correspondence
with Carmen and Kenneth on matters concerning the
publication of the books, and Emmett occasionally
put in a pithy little note of friendship and encouragement.
Although from the above it will be seen that my
association with Emmett was limited, it was nevertheless very valuable. I came to know him as a really
spiritual man who set an example to us all. I will miss
him very much.

Loma grounds which he and Carmen guided us
through. That experience could be likened to viewing
the panorama through the eyes of an enthusiastic
youngster.
During the week that we were in San Diego, many
hours were spent doing research in the Point Loma
Theosophical Library on the Small’s premises. A
number of those hours were also idled away in
discussion on theosophical themes. Emmett was
very learned, having received an excellent grounding
in these concepts from infancy, and he was ever
willing to discuss theosophical ideas and ideals any
time the spirit moved us. We hold very fond memories of these conversations, as well as photographs
of Emmett’s ever-smiling visage. Along with the
smile was the ever-present twinkle in his eyes —
revealing his mischievous side as well as his great
sense of humor.
In February 1997, when Rogelle and I had opportunity to once again spend a few days with Emmett and
Carmen, we simply picked up where we had left off
nearly ten years earlier. Other than having become
much frailer by then, Emmett had not changed at all
— he was as mischievous and humorous as ever.
One afternoon while sitting in his study, both lost in
a lively discussion about the true meaning of a
particular word, Emmett and I completely lost track
of time, leaving Carmen and Rogelle wondering
where we had disappeared to. I well remember Emmett’s hearty laugh when he realized we had been
“discovered”.
Emmett was a truly kind soul. He appeared incapable of animosity towards anyone or anything. We
hold fond memories of our time spent with him and
consider ourselves fortunate to have been included
among his many friends.
À la prochaine, cher ami!

Geoffrey Farthing
Surrey, England

Ernest E. Pelletier
Edmonton, AB

When Rogelle and I first met Emmett, it felt like the
reunion of old friends. It was in April 1988 when we
first set eyes on each other, at least in this incarnation. Emmett radiated a joie de vivre which was
contagious when in his presence. He had a very
positive outlook on things and the opportunities life
presented. Emmett had a very trusting nature, almost to the point of vulnerability, which is so often
associated with individuals advancing well along the
spiritual path. He had also maintained the child’s
sense of wonder about the world around him. This
was especially apparent during the tour of the Point

I have only the fondest memories of Emmett. He was
always so kind and generous and I thought of him
as a spiritual grandfather. Most of my time spent
with Emmett was either sitting in their beautiful
garden enjoying the sweet fragrance of fresia and the
warm California sunlight while listening to his
memories of growing up at Point Loma or traipsing
over to Point Loma with him for a tour of how it was
in the old days. He was so able to bring Point Loma
alive with his reminiscences. He was also a wonderful teacher, always gentle and patient and eager to
share his knowledge with someone who was really
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interested. I learned so much during my visits with
Emmett.
I always felt that Emmett was fortunate to have had
parents who had the rare instinct to send him to
Point Loma to grow up. Of course it was his good
karma. I imagine him entering devachan now and
meeting up in beautiful dreams with his old friends
and teachers. After a very long and productive life
he deserves a good rest. I wish him and Carmen and
their family only the best. And I hope to meet up with
Emmett again the next time.

Anne Redlich
Chicago, IL

Top quality theosophists are rare, and Emmett was
the last of the Mohicans. Always helpful, humorous,
and careful to offend no one, he epitomised the spirit
of Point Loma. The worst thing he ever said about
someone off the track was that they “were strange.”
His dedication to theosophy was a lifetime of service
to theosophical principles. Hundreds of friends and
students were guests at the “Small Hotel”, and countless interesting groups enjoyed talks, coming from
all over the world. Over a 24 year period I discovered
the real attitude of Point Loma and much of its
history from Emmett. I learned a lot from him, and
have considered myself fortunate to deserve his
friendship. Though I never broached the subject, I
think that whatever vows he may have taken were
steadfastly adhered to throughout his long life. One
can do no better. See you next time my friend,
perhaps I can repay some of the debt I owe you.

Richard Robb
San Diego, CA

In the early years of 1980 of last century I hit upon
the idea of reconstructing the reports of the meetings
of HPB’s Inner Group on the basis of the existing
publications. After I had collected and copied these
texts I started upon their reconstruction. When this
work had been rounded off a publisher had to be
found. Since a certain co-operation had for some
time been going on between Henk Dubbink and
myself, I asked him to write a relevant letter to a
number of theosophical publishers. The letter dated

23rd January 1985 evoked a number of replies. The
large theosophical organisations (TS Adyar and TS
Pasadena) did not respond. Subsequently, Point
Loma Publications was chosen because of the immediate and congenial way in which Emmett Small
answered our letter. This was my first acquaintance
with Emmett.
Including both volumes of Subba Row’s Collected
Writings (and a second edition of HPB’s Inner Group
Teachings from the original report), Point Loma Publications has in all published ten of my seventeen
books.
It is with deep gratitude that I recall the way in which
Emmett dealt with the errors that had crept into the
manuscripts that I presented; always kindly, ever to
the point, protecting me from blunders. Up to three
weeks before his death he was still at work on part
of the second volume of Subba Row’s Collected Writings. Once I was astounded to find that in a text
perused by four proof readers he yet discovered some
errors in those last few days.
Many others will deal with his character. So I don’t
need to do this. But I am deeply convinced that this
friend of humanity was also an orderly thinking and
erudite human being, a combination that one will
rarely meet with.

Henk J. Spierenburg
The Hague, The Netherlands

W. Emmett Small — What priceless memories of
Theosophy and fellowship flow by in a panoramic
montage of work and fun and comradery for me and
for fellow-students in our study group. It was he who
named us “The Point Loma Study Group in Chicago”;
a name that embodies our sacred association in the
Great Cause of THEOSOPHY that Emmett served so
nobly. Our friendship began in the early 1970s with
the birth of “Point Loma Publications,” a friendship
that includes Iverson and Katherine Harris as well.
And now, all we have shared together lives on in our
hearts and in the ETERNAL NOW. How wonderful
to know that we’ll all pick up where we left off when
a future lifetime together again dawns anew.

Vonda Urban
Chicago, IL

Sow an act, and you will reap a habit. Sow a habit, and you will reap a destiny, because habits build character. This is the sequence:
an act, a habit, a character, and a destiny. You are the creator of yourself. What you make yourself to be now, you will be in the
future. What you are now is precisely what you have made yourself to be in the past. What you sow you shall reap.

C G. de Purucker
Golden Precepts
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BOOK REVIEWS
A Hiker’s Guide to the Rocky Mountain Art of Lawren Harris, by Lisa Christensen. Published
2000 by Fifth House Limited, Calgary AB. 134 pp., profusely illustrated. $29.95 (Can).
According to the author, “Harris, the
artist, was inseparable from Harris,
the theosophist.” Few would disagree with her, and likely Lawren
Harris himself would have acknowledged this as a
fact. That he felt this way is suggested in the title of
a six-week long Friday evening discussion class he
led at the Toronto Theosophical Society in 1926:
“Theosophy in its relation to art.”
Only two years earlier had Harris succumbed to the
urging of his friend and fellow Group of Seven artist
A. Y. Jackson, to explore the infinite artistic possibilities offered by the Canadian Rockies. It was the
beginning of one of the most important phases of his
long career as a painter. When in the mountains, he
would tramp many miles to what in those years were
areas of difficult access — and at times no doubt he
would have appreciated a hiker’s guide! Subsequently he returned again and again to paint the
magnificent scenery, and the time he spent in the
Rockies produced some of the greatest treasures of
Canadian art.
In a unique project Lisa Christensen has traced the
actual sources of most of Harris’ mountain paintings.
Many originated in Jasper National Park and in the
Yellowhead region, but he also found inspiration in
the Yoho and Banff National Parks. More than this,
she has provided detailed information on how modern hikers may find almost the very spots where

Harris and Jackson set up their easels, or perhaps
took out their sketch books. The “Trail Info”, provided in side bars, is clear and precise, and will be
appreciated by tyro and experienced hikers alike.
This well thought out book is, however, far more than
just a hiker’s guide, although in this respect it is at
least as useful as the many handbooks of mountain
park trails that have been published in recent years.
Ms. Christensen is obviously a knowledgeable hiker,
as well as being an expert in her field of art history;
and she is also a very good writer. This combination
of enthusiasm and talent make her books (she has
written another similar work) also welcomed by those
unable to hike in the mountains. They will surely
enjoy the rest of the Guide, which contains several
stunning reproductions in colour of Harris and Jackson’s mountain paintings, together with descriptions
of both the terrain and how these artists depicted it.
Over the years, Lawren Harris has been the subject
of many good books and well researched exhibition
catalogues, most of which have been empathic to his
Theosophic philosophy. This latest work matches in
quality all that has been previously published, and
provides new insights into his work. Students of
Theosophy will appreciate it, as will art lovers; and if
either or both are hikers, they can look forward to
many enjoyable trails.

T.G.D.

The Franklin Conspiracy. Cover-up, Betrayal, and the Astonishing Secret Behind the Lost Arctic
Expedition by Jeffrey Blair Latta; 305 pages + Source Notes + Bibliography; Hounslow/Dundern
Press, Toronto, ON, Canada; 2001. ISBN 0-88882-234-0. $22.99 Cdn.
If you have every wondered about the
ill-fated Franklin expedition into the Canadian Arctic but were not curious
enough to seriously do literary exploration of your
own — this title should be given serious consideration. The book reads more like a mystery novel than
a chronologically detailed account of expeditions in
search of the Northwest Passage and subsequently
in supposed searches for the missing ships and crew.
In 1845 the British Royal Navy sent two ships into
the Arctic, the Erebus and the Terror, with 129 men
on board, led by Sir John Franklin. They were never
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seen again. The title mentions “conspiracy” and that
is well explored here.
J. Blair Latta stated in the Prologue:
In writing this book, I began with one simple
purpose — to seek answers to questions that
have proven unanswerable for a century-and-ahalf. To do this, I made myself a promise at the
outset. I promised myself that no solution, no
matter how bizarre, would be rejected, so long
as it fit the known facts. . . . [A]t times this was
a difficult promise to keep. When those facts
led me into a maze of deception and conspiracy,
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I hesitated. Like some Arctic explorer suddenly
faced with thin ice, I nearly turned back. But,
remembering my promise, I trudged grimly on,
determined to follow the trail of clues, no matter
where it might lead. Then as the terrain grew
steadily darker, the landscape alien and unexpected, as it became clear that the conspiracy
was only the beginning, was positively mundane compared to what came after — I nearly
faltered again. But still I kept on, step by step,
detail by detail, until the terrifying end. . . .

With these words the author firmly grasped my
attention, and the text did not disappoint.
Mr. Latta summarizes previous information which
relates to the point in history under discussion so
that one never feels lost in the chronology and details. A section at the back of the book titled “Expeditions” lists the voyages by date with a brief
summary of each, including the names of the commanders and their ships. This is a very helpful
reference — you want to place a bookmark here. Also
very helpful to the clarity of the text are the twentyseven map drawings which provide a visual context.
Routes are outlined (both land and sea) and geographical locations identified. (Extra bookmarks
come in handy here as well.)
Reports are examined from a modern perspective
and, as he indicated in the Prologue, the author did
indeed face the information head on. Mr. Latta offers
some possibilities as to their interpretation and puts
a new slant on information previously taken for
granted as having been correctly interpreted in earlier examinations of the Franklin tragedy. It becomes
quite evident that the British Admiralty did not want
the Franklin expedition found. But why? In fifteen

. . . Borobudur continued from page 82
therefore out of space and time. Their inter-relation is the following: The Dhyâni-Buddha,
when the world needs a human Buddha, “creates” through the power of Dhyâna ([yogic]
meditation, omnipotent devotion), a mind-born
son — a Bodhisattva — whose mission it is after
the physical death of his human, or ManushyaBuddha, to continue his work on earth till the
appearance of the subsequent Buddha. The
Esoteric meaning of this teaching is clear. In
the case of a simple mortal, the principles in him
are only the more or less bright reflections of the
seven cosmic, and the seven celestial Principles,
the Hierarchy of supersensual Beings. In the
case of a Buddha, they are almost the principles
in esse themselves. The Bodhisattva replaces
in him the Kârana Sharira, the Ego principle,
and the rest correspondingly; and it is in this
way that Esoteric Philosophy explains the
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years of searching for the missing ships and crew the
Royal Navy explored every island except King William
Island where the mutilated bodies of the crew, which
included indications of cannibalism, were eventually
found. The author surmises the expedition was
likely directed to this island in the first place. Many
of the officers in this particular expedition were
scientists with little experience in their naval positions. The search for the Northwest Passage to China
appeared to be secondary to the research into Arctic
anomalies, so common they had been given a name:
fata morgana. Among them were mirages of entire
mountain ranges and sightings of “mock suns” (flying saucers?) moving about in the darkness of the
Arctic winter. The Inuit reportedly informed searchers that a giant had been found on board one of the
ships before it sank, and spoke of “a year of horror”
which had come to their land. The author claims the
Royal Navy has a “long-suppressed” secret which
involves “duplicity and corruption, heroism and
bravery, and the unknown”.
J. Blair Latta is a Canadian writer who has contributed science columns to various Canadian newspapers, been published in the prestigious science
journal Nature, written a number of screenplays, and
won a number of awards for his various creations.
The Franklin Conspiracy is an important addition to
the numerous books on the ill-fated Franklin expedition due in large part to the author’s broad, methodical approach to the subject. The book is the
result of many years of research, the narrative flows
well and, while the mystery is not resolved, the
author’s attention to detail has resulted in a very
interesting presentation.

Rogelle Pelletier

meaning of the sentence that “by virtue of
Dhyâna [or abstract meditation] the DhyâniBuddha [the Buddha’s Spirit or Monad] creates
a Bodhisattva,” or the astrally clothed Ego
within the Manushya-Buddha. Thus, while the
BUDDHA MERGES BACK INTO NIRVÂNA [emphasis mine] whence it proceeded, the Bodhisattva remains behind to continue the
Buddha’s work upon earth. (SD III, pp.377-79 or

BCW XIV, pp.389-91)
And:

The blessed “remains” [of the Buddha, i.e. his
‘middle principles’ — Manas and BuddhiManas] since then have overshadowed and
rested in many a holy body of human Bodhisattvas. (SD III, p.390 or BCW XIV, p.405)
It will be sufficient to know that while Gautama
Buddha is merged in Nirvâna ever since his
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death [denoting that his Monad Atma-Buddhi
or his Dhyani-Buddhi principle entered Space
as a Dharmakaya and Planetary Spirit], Gautama Shâkyamuni [the ‘astral Gautama’ or his
‘middle principles’] may have had to reincarnate
— this dual inner personality being one of the
greatest mysteries of Esoteric psychism. (SD III,
p.392 or

BCW XIV, pp.406-407)

Saith the Buddha:
The Arhat who observes the seven hidden precepts of Bas-pa may become Dang-ma and Lha
[a purified soul and free spirit within a living
body; an Adept or Arhat]. He may hear the “holy
voice” of . . . (Kwan-Yin) [Buddhi], and find
himself within the quiet precincts of his Sangharama [sanctum sanctorum of an ascetic, a
cave or Ashram or any place he chooses for his
meditation] transferred into Amitâbha Buddha
[boundless light]. Becoming one with Anuttara
Samyak Sambodhi [the unsurpassingly merciful and enlightened heart, the ‘Perfect Ones’ the
Jivan-muktas, collectively], he may pass
through all the six worlds of Being (Rûpa-loka)
and get into the first three worlds of Arûpa [the
formless world] . . . He who listens to my secret
law [Dharma], preached to my select Arhats, will
arrive with its help at the knowledge of Self, and
thence at perfection. (SD III, p.394 or BCW XIV,
pp.408-409)

Yes, Borobudur is indeed a monument of the infinite
and a document of human yearning for enlightenment and the liberation from the chains of matter
and the imperfect body. It depicts the path of the
serious man with a spiritualized intelligence and
wisdom ‘over the river of Samsara to the Other
Shore’, to the threshold of Nirvana, but also the
esoteric Theurgia of entering Devachan and even
Nirvana by the technique and discipline of Raja Yoga.
Especially Borobudur shows the ‘Path of the Bodhisattva’, who takes the vow to continue on earth —
as a saviour and teacher of men — the work of the
Buddha. The Arhat has learnt the Tulku-siddhi of
‘continuous existence’, but only for the purpose to
help ignorant and suffering mankind, because he —
in his great compassion — loves humanity! The
Borobudur Pyramid offers more openly the original
religion and discipline than the great Pyramid of Giza,
from which all the paraphernalia of initiation have
been removed, since the Egyptian culture and relig-

ion, even its race, had come to an end. The proof
that the Egyptian hierophants had the same teaching and discipline as the East Indians, specifically
the followers of Raja Yoga, the esoteric Brahmans,
the Jains, the esoteric Buddhists and the Advaita
Vedantists, can be found in The Book of the Gates,
which depicts the entering of the Khepe-Ra (the Full
Initiate) into the ‘Watery Abyss’ — Nirvana or Space
— and in the ‘Book Am-Tuat’, which presents the
doctrine and discipline of the ‘Path of the Bodhisattva’ who does not enter Nirvana in order to help
suffering mankind. It is the same here! The teaching
was once universal and can be found even in the
‘Golgatha-story’ of the New Testament. But it must
be understood esoterically. Unfortunately modern
Christians take the story literally and make out of it
an historical event which took place some 2000 years
ago in Yerusalem. It never took place in Yerusalem!
Scientific and objective research of the best theologians and historians — and this research went on for
centuries — could not prove the alleged historical
event. It is all silence! Did not Pope Leo X pronounce: “Quantum nobis prodest hac fabula
Christi”, and he did this in a cynical way, because he
knew the story is merely an allegory and should be
taken figuratively. The translation of the above
Latin-sentence is as follows: “How useful [and lucrative is] to us [the Vatican] this fable of Christ” (BCW
XI, p.81).
It was and is the mission of the Theosophical Society,
beside enlightenment and spiritual, moral and ethical transformation,
to deliver humanity of this nightmare [and funeral pall of the theocracy of the ‘God, the Lord’,
‘un loup garou’] . . . a demon so vindictive,
unjust, so cruel and so stupid as the celestial
tyrant upon whom the Christians prodigally
lavish their servile worship and on whom their
theologians heap those perfections that are contradicted on every page of their Bible. (ML, pp.5354)

Has the Theosophical Society done that which the
Masters wanted? This writer does not think so.
Thus others have to do the work. And this is done
now by Buddhism, which carries the new impulse
coming from the Arhat Brotherhood according to the
Law of Tsong Kha-pa!
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30hat is the Steed, 71wught is the 2?ider

,Jtis the "bridge" by which the ",Jdeas" existing in the "rnivine
71wught" are impressed on Cosmic substance as the "laws of
::Nature." 30hat is thus the dynamic eneroy of Cosmic
,Jdeation; or, regarded from the other side, it is the intelligent
medium, the guiding power ofall mani~station .... 7hus from
Spirit, or Cosmic ,Jdeation, comes our consciousness; from
Cosmic Substance the several vehicles in which that
consciousness is individualized and attains to self - or
r4f.ective - consciousness; while 30hat, in its various
manifestations, is the mysterious link between ~ind and
~tter, the animating principle electrifying every atom into
life. - Secret rnoctrine I, 16
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